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Honorable Minister, 
Excellences, 
Distinguished Delegates and Colleagues, 
 
Thanks to the constant involvement of UNESCO and its network of experts within the framework of its 
International Hydrological Programme, we have developed during the last 8 years a very fruitful 
cooperation with the ISRBC. Our support to fundamental processes within the Sava River basin, 
dealing mainly with stakeholders involvement in the elaboration of a first transboundary River Basin 
Management Plan as well as, more recently, with Sediment and Floods Management issues, thus 
contributing to water policy formulation in the Sava Basin, represents for us a unique opportunity to 
increase the impact of the International Hydrological Programme (IHP) which has the ultimate goal of 
“delivering relevant science to policy-makers” and is playing therefore a fundamental knowledge 
brokering role in the region. Our cooperation with the ISRBC offers us an incredibly maningful ground 
for progress and also a unique opportunity to better and directly address the needs of policy-makers 
in the region. This cooperation for us is a flagship. 
 
On the occasion of the previous MoP of the FASRB, we have already extensively reported to you on 
the results achieved within the framework of the initiaitve “Towards Practical Guidance for 
Sustainable Sediment Management using the Sava River Basin as a Showcase” as well as the 
so-called BALSES project for the Estimation of the Sediment Balance of the Sava River which was 
completed two year ago. In 2015, we continued our cooperation in the field of sediment management, 
contributing to the establishment of strategic goals and specific objectives of the sediment monitoring 
and data exchange system for the Sava River Basin. In this connexion, I am very pleased to 
announce that, a few days ago, the ISRBC and the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and 
Culture in Europe have signed a new contract for the continuation of our cooperation in 2016 for the 
establishment of coordinated sediment monitoring system in the basin, in application of Art. 6 
of the Protocol on Sediment Management to the FASRB. Activities will include: 

 Establishment of pilot hydrological stations for sediment monitoring on the Sava River; 

 Establishment of an ad hoc expert group of the ISRBC to develop a program for the preparation of 
the Sediment Management Plan (in implementation of Article 5 of the Protocol); 

 Identification and designation of the competent authorities, responsible for the implementation of 
the Protocol, and nomination a focal point for official communication in implementation of the 
Protocol, by the Parties (in application of Article 10 of the Protocol)..  

 Organization of a workshop on sediment management, monitoring and modelling (January 2017).  
 
Considering the extremely high and dramatic relevance of flood issues, UNESCO is proud to have 
contributed, together with the International Sava River Basin Commission (ISRBC), the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) anf the International Commission for the Protection of the 
Danube River (ICPDR), to the success of the Workshop on Flood Risk Management measures & 
links to EU WFD which was held in Zagreb, Croatia, on 11-12 November 2015. 



 
In the connection, we very much support the establishment of the UNESCO Chair  in Water-related 
Disaster Risk Reduction at the Ljubljana University (Faculty of Civil and Geodetic Engineering/Chair 
of Hydrology and Hydraulic Engineering), which represents an important asset for further developing 
our cooperation in this particularly crucial field of competence in the coming years. 
 
UNESCO is willing to continue its cooperation with the ISRBC and to consider any further need that 
could emerge from the present work, in particular within the field of risk preparedness, making the 
best use of possibilities arising from our involvement in EU funded projects such as FLOODIS and I-
REACT. 
 
I Thank you for your attention and wish you great success in the development of your cooperation 
and in the implementation of the first Sava RB Management Plan. 
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